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Foreword to the Japanese Edition.

The fact that there is now a Japanese version of my book is quite remarkable to me.
When I began writing Maximum Entertainment: Director’s Notes for Magicians and Mentalists
in 2001, I was almost unknown within the magic world. Now, because of this book, all that has
changed.

I never dreamed that this one book - which arose from a deep need to share my
opinions about our craft - would catapult me into the consciousness of performers around the
world. And I certainly never thought that I would receive requests for the book to be translated
into other languages. This is all quite amazing!

When I was first approached about a Japanese version of this book, I was quite
hesitant. In fact, I was leery about a translation of the book into any language. The reason for my
skepticism is simple; I clearly recall during the two years I spent writing the book the many times
when I thought to myself that a large number of the jokes would not be understood by people for
whom English is a second language. In fact, I can tell you for sure that many lines in the book are
based on quirks of the English language, and more specifically, English as spoken by Americans. In
other words, even British people would not fully “get” everything I wrote!

That is why I suggested that this book be “based on” my writings; it simply cannot
be a word-for-word translation. And being that I speak no Japanese at all, I must trust that the
translation ends up giving you a good sense of my advice.

With all that being said, the very fact that this project has actually happened is
both intensely humbling and gratifying. I extend my sincere thanks to Shigeru Tashiro, Atsushi
Takizawa, Paul Critelli, and the others who helped bring this book to your hands.

Certainly magicians in Japan face the same obstacles as magicians anywhere. We all
must lift our audiences from their world into ours, we all must practice with diligence, and we all

must strive to develop presentations that set us apart from other performers.

I hope that the pages you are about to read help you, as they have previously helped

thousands before you, obtain increasingly greater success with your magic.

Ken Weber

December, 2014
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